is not for the established physician. Indeed, it contains no original work.
The neuro-anatomical description, amplified by simple diagrams, is unusually clear and easy to read. It is a stimulating book which can be recommended to those on the fringes of neurology and psychiatry.
Carcinoma of the Colon by Edward G Muir MS FRCS pp vii + 181 illustrated 42s, London: Edward Arnold 1961 As would be expected from a knowledge of Mr Muir's previous work, this book presents a clear, straightforward and balanced view of the subject. It can be recommended strongly to all who take an interest in carcinoma of the colon.
There are excellent chapters on pre-operative and post-operative treatment and the detail of operative treatment is shown to depend upon an accurate understanding of the anatomy of the large bowel and upon the method of spread of the disease. There is a very helpful description of anterior resection. Only one exception is allowed to the rule that no resection and anastomosis may be carried out in the face of acute obstruction. A right hemicolectomy is permitted with a side-toside anastomosis and ileal drainage in certain circumstances for an obstructed carcinoma of the right colon. This book can be recommended without any reservation.
New Soviet Surgical Apparatus and Instruments and their Application edited by M G Anan'yev translated from the Russian by John Barry Elliott translation edited by David Brooks MD pp x+222 illustrated 80s Oxford, &c: Pergamon Press 1961 This book contains the proceedings of the 1st Scientific Session of the Scientific Research Institute of the Soviet Union for Experimental Surgical Apparatus and Instruments held in December 1956. The Research Institute, founded in 1951, organizes and co-ordinates technical and medical personnel. This link with engineering and other industrial facilities is well worth while since our experience in this country shows that it may take considerable time to find engineers interested in specific medical problems.
The Symposium, now unfortunately five years old, was divided into several sections dealing with a variety of subjects, ranging from a statement on the tasks for the Research Institute of the future to the problems of extracorporeal circulation.
In the lecture on basic technical stipulations, nine points were made and if all are achieved in designing any one instrument a miracle can be expected. A high if not impossible standard was set, for example: '(2) the apparatus must function infallibly under the most exacting working conditions . . . '.
Mechanical suturing appliances were given a good airing at the Symposium. These instruments are now widely used in many countries and are popular with those who use them. One section of the Symposium dealt with techniques concerned in the preservation of whole organs and limbs. In this sphere the Russians seem to be in advance of other countries. It is claimed that a simple device for perfusing kidneys in a refrigerator works satisfactorily and that kidneys can be kept perfused in this device for at least 24 hours.
It is clear from all the subjects on the agenda at this Symposium in 1956 that Russian surgery has not lagged behind other countries.
Mortuary Science by Frederick C Gale pp xxiii+214 illustrated 76s
Springfield, 111.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 This book which is one of the varied publications of the house of Thomas, is as usual excellently produced and illustrated. It starts with postmortem changes (13 pages), with systems of identification (3 pages), and ends with autopsy technique (32 pages) including the 'makeshift autopsy', whilst two pages are devoted to the medico-legal autopsy. The remaining 150 pages are concerned with embalming. This is scarcely surprising as it derives from a city where up to a few years ago more than 90% of the medico-legal autopsies were conducted on already embalmed bodies. It is probably this difference in outlook which will make it of limited interest to the majority of workers in the field of legal medicine in this country who might be misled by the title. This book, by the late Dr Earl, has been completed by his colleague, Dr H C Gunzburg. It deals with the varieties of personality disorder seen in high-grade defectives. It consists of Earl's detailed clinical descriptions, followed by an appendix prepared by Gunzburg of the special test batteries that Earl elaborated but which, unfortunately, have never been properly standardized and extensively used.
There is sometimes a tendency to think that the study of mental deficiency is more closely akin to
